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I have tried to list issues that J4 might want to resolve before the WG4 meeting.  I'm sure others will have topics to add to this list.

1.  Items of class pointer, index and object reference are always valid on format when they are the subject of a VALIDATE statement.

2.  Untyped hex literals. IBM has requested X" (untranslated) and AX" (translated) as the delimiters.  

Do we need translated hex literals?

Could this be deferred for a future revision?  

3.  Flagging for native arithmetic.  Jeannette Nutsford has requested a flag be added to address potential imprecision due to the implementor using floating point in an arithmetic expression OR arithmetic statement OR numeric function when ARITHMETIC IS STANDARD is in effect and no floating-point data items are specified.  

Are we talking about exponents that are literals, or including data-names?

If you add the flag, do not make it implementation specific.  That's not really "standard arithmetic".  It is not portable.

4.  Discuss the scope of files and working-storage in methods

5.  Are there any issues with:

· National characters (reference format, holes in the collating sequence, etc.)

· Continuation of literals with the new style continuation

6.  File sharing issues

· RETRY phrase in the file control entry

· on OPEN for duration of open 

· Sharing mode for sort files (00-0352/10)

7.  Function UPPER-CASE(of an ANY LENGTH item) – Should this be legal?  

8.  Garbage collection – What should be documented? –  IBM requests that it be explicitly mentioned

9.  Should we change the treatment of compile-time arithmetic expressions so that they match their runtime counterparts or are illegal?  Currently they are truncated to an integer.

10.  00-0350/53, scope of declaratives in an object

11.  treatment of numeric and numeric-edited items with usage national 00-0350 – comments 2, 87 and others in that document

12.  How far should we go with IS and ARE?  00-0350/1

13.  Comparison of numeric operands and standard arithmetic 00-0350/25

14.  Meaning of columns 00-0350/35

15.  SUM clause 00-0350/46

16.  How much work on the PICTURE clause general rules

17.  VARYING clause exceptions for report writer 00-0350/53

18.  Declaratives in factories and objects 00-0350/54

19.  CORRESPONDING and incompatible data 00-0350/65

20.  CALL statement exceptions 00-0350/78

21.  Use of floating-point operands in the DIVIDE statement 00-0350/84

22.  Function returned values when there is no equivalent arithmetic expression 00-0350

23.  RANGE returned value problems 00-0350/106

